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Greetings from Tallahassee!  

     As spring officially 

begins here in Tallahas-

see with the òSpringtime 

Tallahasseeó events, 

week four of the Legisla-

tive Session comes to 

an end. Your State Sen-

ate continues to work 

for you and the people 

of Florida in the Florida 

Capitol. My colleagues 

and I continued to meet 

extensively in committee 

meetings this week 

working to develop and 

balance this yearõs 

budget. Although the 

budget is the only bill 

the Senate technically 

has to pass, issues sur-

rounding education, 

heath care for seniors 

and our most vulnerable 

citizens and tax exemp-

tions still remain a 

prime focus.  

     Throughout the 

week, I was also privi-

leged to meet with 

many of the local gov-

ernment officials and 

spend time with them 

discussing issues im-

portant to my constitu-

ents. In addition, I vis-

ited with children from 

throughout the district 

about education issues. 

Also, I spent time an-

swering many of your 

questions via e-mail.  

    I hope you will con-

tinue to follow the work 

of the Senate by visiting 

www.flsenate.gov.  

Thank you again for 

your letters, emails and 

calls.  
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W H AT  I SéòA CA L L  OF  T H E  SE N AT Eò 

   A Call of the Senate is 

a means of compelling 

all members (unless 

they are excused) of the 

Senate chamber to pre-

sent themselves for a 

vote on a particular 

matter. If it comes time 

for a vote, and it appears 

to members other mem-

bers are not present in 

the chamber, a motion 

from the floor directs the 

presiding officer to issue 

a Call of the Senate. The 

call empowers the Sen-

ate Sergeant-at-Arms to 

lock the chamber, prevent-

ing those present from 

leaving, and requires the 

Sergeant-at-Arms to bring 

in absent membersðunder 

arrest, if necessaryðfor 

the final vote. 

ñWith the peopleôs money, 

we must have the courage 

to do what is morally 

right.ò 

-Senator Charlie Dean 

speaking about the Sen-

ateôs Appropriations bills 



With about thirty-five days left in the Legislative 

Session, the action in the Florida Senate is begin-

ning to get a bit more frenzied. With news of 

dwindling revenue collections and rising unem-

ployment, it makes the work in the Senate laced 

with more fervor than normal. To date, only a 

very few bills have progressed to the Senate floor 

to be voted on, while a backlog of bills are slowly 

making their way through the committee process. 

However, it again needs to be mentioned, the 

budget is the only ñbillò the Legislature is re-

quired to pass during the Session. 

The Senate Appropriations Committees, including 

Education K-12, Higher Education, Health and 

Human Services, Justice, General Government Appropriations and Transportation and 

Economic Development all met Senate Ways and Means Chairman JD Alexanderôs Fri-

day deadline for completing initial budget estimates. Now, Senators will have until 3pm 

on Monday, March 30 to submit amendments to the appropriation bills and noon on the 

following day to insert substitute amendments. Senator Alexander also announced on the 

floor this week, the Senate will take up the budget on April 7th. You can find more infor-

mation on these bills in the story on page three and by visiting www.flsenate.gov. 

 Meanwhile, Senator Deanôs Agriculture Committee passed two bills through its 

committee. The first bill was Senator Deanôs rural agriculture industrial center bill and 

the other was Senator Haridopolosô bill dealing with arborists- a bill Dean championed 

last year, but due to time constraints did not pass in the House last Session. Senator Dean 

was also busy working on issues relating to the General Government Appropriations 

Committee of which he is a member. He also championed some issues in other appro-

priation committeesï including saving 1400 jobs at the Northeast Florida State Hospital 

in Macclenny. 

 This coming week will see many of Senator Deanôs bills going through various 

committee stops. These bills include federal excise taxes on motor fuel, rural agriculture 

industrial centers, the general agriculture omnibus bill, a bill dealing with water manage-

ment lands trust fund, among other bills.  

local government body must 

determine the area: 

has chronic extreme and un-

acceptable levels of poverty, 

unemployment, physical dete-

rioration, and economic disin-

vestment. 

     Needs rehabilitation or 

redevelopment for the public 

health, safety, and welfare of 

the residents in the county or 

municipality; and can be revi-

talized through the induce-

ment of the private sector. 

SB 656 creates an opportunity 

     The Florida Enterprise 

Zone Program was created in 

1982 to encourage economic 

development in economically 

distressed areas of the state by 

providing incentives and in-

ducing private investment. 

Currently, Florida has 56 en-

terprise zones. Over the last 5 

years, some 17,462 new busi-

nesses have moved into or 

were created in enterprise 

zones and 52,629 new jobs 

have been created in the state.  

Prior to submitting an applica-

tion for an enterprise zone, a 

for Lake City and Columbia 

County to apply for and receive 

an enterprise zone designation. 

Their proposed enterprise zone 

may be located within the city 

and county and encompass an 

area up to 20 square miles in 

size.  

     The city and the county are 

directed to file the enterprise 

zone application to the Gover-

norôs Office of Tourism, Trade 

and Economic Development 

(OTTED) by December 31, 

2009.  
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ñWe are not close to anything 

yet.ò 

-Senator Charlie Dean on 

possible cigarette taxes. 
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     The Senateõs General Gov-
ernment Appropriations Com-

mittee met this week to begin 

preparing their component of 

the budget. The budget out-

lined by this appropriations 

committee may be the first in 

the State Legislature to reject 

a portion of the federal stimu-

lus money.  The committee is 

considering the idea to reject 

almost eleven  million dollars 

to clean up leaky storage 

tanks because of arduous 

federal rules which could slow 

down the program. Also, the 

acceptance of federal stimulus 

money may ultimately raise 

the cost of the state's current 

cleanup program, which costs 

upward of $200 million a year. 

    Also included in the commit-

teeõs proposal is the selling of 

the state prop plane- a King Air 

350. As it stands now, the 

state simply cannot afford to 

keep the plane flying. There 

was also talk of selling a jet 

bought years ago by then 

Governor Jeb Bush. However, 

review of the Cessna jet found 

the state to be òupside- 

downó on what it owes rela-

tive to the current value of the 

jet. Selling the prop plane 

may help generate $1.4 mil-

lion in savings. 

      The Senate Appropriations 

Committee on Education Prek

-12 announced the school 

budget will remain the same 

as last year, relying on $208 

million from the Seminole 

gaming compact and federal 

stimulus money in the 2009-

10 budget to offset another 

round of deep cuts to schools.  

Meanwhile, the Senate Higher 

Education Appropriations 

Committee just unveiled a 

more than $6 billion pro-

posed budget. There are 

many caveats in the budget, 

including whether or not the  

Legislature approves the gam-

ing contract with the Seminole 

Indian tribe; whether the Legis-

lature passes an 8 percent 

base budget hike and if the 

Legislature agrees on accept-

ing federal stimulus dollars. 

Meanwhile, the Senate Health 

and Human Services released 

their preliminary budget as 

well this week. In it, there was 

a proposal to jeopardize the 

1400 jobs at the Northeast 

Florida State Hospital. Senator 

Dean, who has been fighting 

to save the jobs for the last 2 

Sessions, again made over-

tures to committee members 

he opposed such a move. 

   The Senate will continue to 

create committee budgets 

which will then face scrutiny by 

the entire Senate membership 

before going to the Senate 

floor for a final vote. 

 The Florida House will begin 

preparing their budgets next 

week. 

Counties. Also, constitu-

ents from throughout the 

district visited from such 

cities as  Macclenny, 

White Springs, Chief-

land, Cross City, Inver-

ness, and Ocala. 

     A number of school 

children continued to 

visit and tour the state 

capitol, including the 

fifth grade class from  

     This week the Flor-

ida Capitol was busy 

withï National Sher-

iffôs Day, members of 

various Guardian Ad 

Litem programs from 

around the state, more 

members of Future 

Farmers of America, 

various public officials 

from Baker, Taylor, 

Madison and Dixie 
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Commission will hear the 

concerns of those most 

impacted by the potential 

rate increase. Progress 

energy has agreed to 

Senator Deanôs formal 

request for the a hearing. 

The hearing is slated for 

July. 

      The Public Service 

Commission is an arm of 

government which ana-

lyzes the merits of any 

rate request before ap-

proving , denying or 

modifying requests.  

     In response to Pro-

gress Energy of Floridaôs 

request for a $499 million 

rate increase in 2010, 

Senator Charlie Dean last 

week requested a public 

hearing in Citrus County. 

Senator Dean is hopeful 

the meeting will occur 

before the Public Service 

ñI always enjoy meeting with 

schoolchildren from the dis-

trict. They keep me motivated 

to fight the good fight on their 

behalf.ò 

-Senator Charlie Dean with 

fifth graders from the Seven 

Rivers Christian School 

Seven Rivers Christian 

School. Again, Senator 

Dean would like to re-

mind you, if you, your 

family, club or organiza-

tion is going to be visit-

ing the state Capitol to 

please contact or stop by 

our office in 311 Senate 

Office Building. 



Tallahassee Address: 

311 Senate Office Building 

404 South Monroe Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 

(850) 487-5017 

  

District  Mailing Address: 

415 Tompkins Street 

Inverness, FL 34450 

(352) 860-5175 

  

PO BOX 2558 

Ocala, FL 34478-2558 

(352) 873-6513 

 

Legislative Staff: 

Judy Wells 

Janet Oehmig 

Ryan Tyson 

Kevin Sweeny 

 

Deputy Legislative Staff: 

Nic Abrahams 

Chase Daniels 

 

Legislative Interns: 

Mike Hellier 

Stuart Santos 

Lauren Kilgore 

Heather Smith 

Andrew Chandler 

Tim Nick 
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Governors of  Florida 

 In this section of the newsletter, we will spotlight a few of the many past Governors of the 

state of Florida. This week, we focus on the second elected governor of the state, Thomas Brown. 

Thomas Brown was born in Westmoreland County, Virginia,  the home of 

George Washington, James Monroe and other founding fathers. Brown served in 

the War of 1812, and subsequently became chief clerk of the post office at Rich-

mond. It was while he held this position he invented the post office letter box.  

Then in 1828, Brown moved with his family to the Florida Territory. 

Brown, a Whig, went right to work as a politician in the territory.  He became 

auditor of the Florida Territory in 1834, president of the legislative council in 

1838, a member of the constitutional convention in 1839, and a member of the 

first Florida House of Representatives under statehood in 1845.  

As governor, Brown made the transportation system a top priority. He also be-

lieved Florida was much too slow in its education policies and tried to push 

through bills dealing with education during his term. On January 6, 1853, he 

signed the bill which provided public support to higher education and higher edu-

cation facilities in the state.  East Florida Seminary in Ocala was one of the very 

first schools to use this funding, but it soon closed due to the outbreak of the Civil 

War. In 1866, East Florida Seminary reopened in Gainesville and later became 

the University of Florida.   

Brown was inspired by the discovery of the rich muck lands of the Lake Okee-

chobee area and encouraged cattlemen and farmers, protected by the Florida mili-

tia, to enter the region. Brown also made an early effort to determine whether the 

Everglades should be drained. During this period, Fort Myers in southwest Flor-

ida was developed into a full sized village. Also during this period, in December 

1855, Lt. George Hardstuff, on a "survey" of Seminole facilities, ran survey lines 

across Billy Bowlegs prized banana garden and the Seminole Indian War re-

sulted. 

Brown was an active Mason for more than 60 years, serving a long term as secre-

tary in the Tallahassee lodge and compiled a book on Masonry. Governor Brown 

died in Tallahassee on August 24, 1867, and is buried in the Old City Cemetery. 
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