“I will continue to stress
the fact we must be good
stewards of the people’s
money.”

-Senator Charlie Dean

Greetings from Tallahassee!

Week seven of the 20(
Florida Legislative Sessio
has come to an end. How

ever, many of us will con-

tinue to work on budget

issues this weekend as wel
attempt to resolve budget |8

differences with our col-
leagues in the Florida
House.

On Thursday, my Senate negss of this years’ budget

colleagues in a united

and the challenges facing

voice, despite disagreemen’ g r state, our families and

over education and health
care details, passed our
$65.6 hillion spending plan
by a unanimous vote. We
also vowed to pursue in-
creased funding for envi-
ronmental land buying pro-
grams and another look at
sales tax exemptions.

our fellow residents of this
state. | will continue my
pledge to create a fiscally
responsible budget for the
times we live in . This
budget will stress account-
ability and efficiency— | am
well aware this is not the
government’s money, it is

| believe both the Senate the people’s money.

and the House, Republicans

and Democrats will have a
clear understanding and
realization of the serious-

| strongly believe we
should create a budget
which will make sure the
state is in proper economic

order in case the downtur

in the economy continues.

believe if both the Senate
and House place the impc
tance of the people over
things, we will produce a
responsible and balanced
budget which will protect
our unique quality of life
we all expect here in our
state.

As always, please feel
free to contact my office a
anytime if | can ever be of
service to you.

et

WHAT IS...

ahead, members of thmore than $1 billion like the federal

Florida
meet in
committees with mem-

Senate

conference promise.

“BUDGET CONFERENCE?”
In the coming weektwo sides were initially statute, the state cannot,

Conference commit- balanced budget.
bers of the Floridatees are created and aj
House in order to workppinted to hold a confer-only bill which must be

out the details of theence on differing ver- passed each Legislative
state budget bill. Thesjons of a bill. Per state Session.

—*

govern-
will apart on a budget com ment, spend “in deficit”
and must create and pass a

The state budget is the



THIS WEEK IN THE FLORIDA SENATE

With just 2 weeks left in the 2009 Legisla-
tive Session, the Senate is hard at work on
preparing the budget, as you can read
throughout the Dean Document. Furthermore,
the Senate will continue to work on bills in
committee this coming week— perhaps the last
week of committee work before the Session
ends. Senator Dean had five bills pass
through various committees this week and
two bills passed on the Senate floor onto the
3rd reading calendar awaiting final approval
by the Senate. Bills to pass though committee,
include SB 656, Enterprise Zones in Lake
City and Columbia County; SB 1468, a bill to impkemh the Working Waterfront
amendment passed in November by the electorat&58Ba bill to better define
the legal jurisdiction of college and universityrgaus police officers; SB 1286,
the states pest control compact; SB 2334, a waa@agement lands bill; and SB
1386, a budget transparency bill. On the floonger Dean passed a bill to con-
tinue the state’s Citrus Commission .

Meanwhile, the Florida Senate put itself in propesture to meet in con-
ference with the Florida House to start the comfeeecommittee process to try to
hammer out a compromise budget at 8 a.m. on Monuaping. House Speaker
Larry Cretul and Senate President Jeff Atwater mhdeannouncement despite
the House, at the time of the announcement, nahfgassed its budget yet.
However, the House did pass its plan on Friday . The current plan for
the budget allows for issues not resolved by thdarence committees to be
bumped to appropriations chairmen at noon on A&it. Issues remaining unre-
solved will be bumped to presiding officers at Bpon April 24th. The budget
will be sent to the printer on April 26th which Wgive lawmakers time to pass a
final, agreed-on budget by the end of the 60-dgulee session, which is sched-
uled to end May 1.

v

“The people of this state
should have the
confidence in their leaders Senate Joint Resolution  Prekindergarten through the tains the application of the class
to meet the financial |1828 proposes amending the 3rd grade, 18 students; 4th  size amendment to core-
o State Constitution to revise thegrade through the 8th grade, curricula classes; Repeals the
obligations of the state maximum class size require- 22 students; and 9th grade  requirement for funding annual
-Senator Charlie Dean | ments. It is believed amendingthrough the 12th grade, 25  reductions to class size to
the class size language will  students. However, the joint achieve the maximum constitu-
help with school funding in theresolution maintains an abso- tional class size limits; and pro-
coming budget year. Begin- lute maximum number of vides that the constitutional
ning with the 2010-2011 students who may be assigne class size requirements do not
school year, class size compli-to a teacher in an individual — apply to virtual classes. This
ance would be calculated by classroom as follows: 21 stu- joint resolution provides for the
the school level average num- dents in prekindergarten proposed amendment to be
ber of students who can be  through grade 3; and 27 stu- placed on the ballot at the next
assigned to each teacher in th&lents in grades 4 through 8. general election, which will be
following grade categories:  The joint resolution also: Re- in 2010.

DEAN PROPOSES TO REVISE CLASS SIZE AMENDMENT




A MESSAGE FROM SEN

The State of
Florida is confronted
with enormous fiscal
challenges and a con-
stitutional obligation

to produce a balanced align cost drivers with

budget. | believe, we
have an obligation to
the citizens of Florida
to deliver value on the
basis of effectiveness
and efficiency. The
decline in state reve-
nue is a reflection of
the challenges Floridi-
ans are facing on a
daily basis. The Sen-
ate budget plan re-
flects tough decisions
regarding the state’s

ATOR CHARLIE DEAN ON THE SENATE BUDGET

budget and prioritizes
spending toward pro-
grams vital to each
agency’s core mission.
The Senate sought to

did not pass the test, it
has been recom-
mended for elimina-
tion. We fund vital
programs while pro-
tecting our children
their sources and unde from future fiscal bur-
the direction of Presi- dens. This budget
dent Atwater, we have maintains classroom
evaluated each prograr funding, ensures the
based on whether or  building of intellec-
not it teaches, houses, tual capital, keeps our
feeds, transports, pro- prison doors closed,
tects, cares or creates protects our most vul-
jobs for Floridians. Our nerable, and invests in
budget reflects our infrastructure projects
commitment to keeping that provide immedi-
intact the mission of  ate job opportunity
critical programs of our and long-term eco-
state, and if a program nomic benefit

STUDENT ENROLLMENT DECLINES SLIGHTLY

Projected school en-
roliment for Florida
hasn't changed much

since the Economic and est calculation for the
Demographic Research 2008-2009 school year,

Office's last meeting in
February, increasing

only by 71.56 students.
However, enrollment in

the state's pUb“C educa- week have put next

tion system is taking a
dive from this past year.
Moreover, the very lat-

at 2,608,006, which is a
decrease of 10,000 stu-
dents overall. The Flor-
ida State Legislature
uses these numbers to
determine how much
money each school
should receive in state
dollars.

put enroliment at
2,618,006.

School enroliment
numbers released this

MSITORS TO THE CAPITOL

As the 2009 Legisla-
tive Session comes to
an end, the hallways
and the offices of the
Capitol have really
come alive. Again this
week, we had visitors
from Baker, Leon, Jef-
ferson, Taylor, Colum-
bia, and Hamilton
counties. Further,
members of the Citrus

and Marion County Real- Please remember if you,
tors Association visited your family or your or-
the Capitol Complex for ganization are ever in
their annual “Realtor Tallahassee during the
Days.” During “Realtor Legislative Session,
Days,” the group toured please stop by and visit
the Capitol Complex, us in 311 Senate Office
hosted a meet and greet Building. We can provide
on the Capitol lawn and tours and other services
met with individual law- to you on your visit to the
makers throughout the  Capitol Complex.
day.

school year's enrollment

-Senator Charlie Dean with
constituents from Baker
County, Florida
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John Milton was the son of Homer Virgil Milton atite grandson of
Revolutionary War hero and former Georgia Secratdi§tate, John Milton
(1756 - 1804).

John was born near Louisville, Georgia. He maraetlisan Cobb in
Georgia about 1830, and they had 4 children. JoldrSasan lived in Georgia
and later in Alabama. Susan Cobb Milton died inZ&®bhn later got re-married
to a Caroline Howze from Alabama in 1844, and thag 10 children. John and
Caroline lived in Alabama, in New Orleans, and dualty settled in northern
Florida, in Marianna. One of his sons was Old Wastman Jeff Milton. One of
John's grandsons, William Hall Milton (1864 - 194&rved as a United States
Senator from Florida (1908 - 1909).

During his career, John became a lawyer, pragiicira number of com-
munities in Georgia and Alabama, before settlinbl@w Orleans. He came to
Florida in 1846, and quickly entered the Floridétpal scene. In 1848, he
served as a presidential elector for the state, th@&850 was elected to the Flor-
ida House of Representatives. As a strong suppoftaates’ rights, he was an
early advocate for secession of Florida from theobnHe was a delegate to the
1860 Democratic National Convention from Florida amthe same year ran for
the office of governor. A convention was called totake up the issue of seces-
sion and on January 10, 1861, the measure passddok the oath of office on
October 7, 1861. During the Civil War, Milton stsesl the importance of Florida
as a supplier of goods, rather than men, with &oheing a large provider of
food and salt for the Confederate Army. As the draw to a close, and the Con-
federacy close to defeat, Governor Milton left @Ahlissee for his home,
"Sylvania," in Marianna, Florida. In his final megg to the state legislature, he
said, "Death would be preferable to reunion.” Omil&j 1865, he committed
suicide, in his home, by a gunshot to the head.président of the Florida Sen-
ate, Abraham K. Allison, was sworn in as governidflorida later that day.



