
time to be shy when we 
discuss the needs of Flo-
ridians and their families. It 
is my belief, we must step 
forward and make bold 
decisions to set the course 
for a prosperous economic 
future. This is what drives 
me to help craft a sound, 
fiscal budget by which all 
Floridians can be proud.  
     There is still work to do, 
but please know, I will do 
all I can to protect the 
needs of all Floridians.   
 I am honored to be 
your State Senator. 

Greetings from Tallahassee!      
     This week was a busy 
one in Tallahassee as my 
Senate colleagues met 
with members of the Flor-
ida House in various 
budget conference com-
mittees to work out our 
differences on the budget. 
All budget issues have not 
been worked out as of this 
writing and there will be 
budget work to do this 
weekend in order to end 
this Legislative Session on 
time in one week. During 
this week, I was constantly 
reminded how my choices 
in Tallahassee affect the 
constituents I represent. 
Budget conferencing also 
reminds me of the choices 
I must make in my own 
home and also the choices 
all Floridians have to make 
on a daily basis.  
     As we continue to move 
towards the conclusion of 
our conferencing process, 
I am always keenly aware 
of the needs of so many in 
this district. At the same 

time, the needs of all Flo-
ridians in each of our 40 
Senate districts are 
unique. While each have a 
different sense of commu-
nity, we all face similar 
challenges: jobs, educa-
tion, housing, health care, 
environment, transporta-
tion, and so much more. 
These are the needs we 
need to make our elves 
aware of time and time 
again. I continue to marvel 
at the magnitude of the 
challenges we face to bal-
ance our state budget. 
However, now is not the 
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What is a...“conference committee?” 
     This past week and 
during the weekend, the 
Senate continued to 
meet in budget confer-
ence committees with 
members of the House 
in order to work out the 
details of the state 
budget bill. In order to 
pass the budget, it must 
be balanced, according 
to state law. The two 
sides were initially more 
than 1.6 billion dollars                    
apart on a compromise.  

 “Conference 
committees” are created 
and appointed by the 
Senate President and 
the Speaker of the 
House in order for mem-
bers of the two legisla-
tive bodies to meet and 
“hold a conference” 
when there are differing 
versions of a bill. Sena-
tor Charlie Dean served 
as a conferee on the 
General Government 
Appropriations Confer-

ence Committee and 
the General Govern-
ment Operations Com-
mittee.  
     Per state statute, the 
state cannot, like the 
federal government, 
spend “in deficit” and 
must create and pass a 
balanced state budget. 
Furthermore, the 
budget is the only bill 
which must be passed 
each Legislative Ses-
sion. 
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“We must step forward 
and make bold deci-
sions to set the course 
for a prosperous eco-
nomic future.” 
 
-Senator Charlie Dean 

 
 
 



WEEK EIGHT OF THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

    Work continued in the Florida Senate on the 
next to last week before Sine Die.  The Senate 
met in Executive Session Wednesday afternoon, 
throughout the day on Thursday and Fri-
day.  Aside from time spent on the floor, the Sen-
ate, according to rule, met in its last scheduled 
committee meetings of this Legislative Session. 
Also this week, the Senate started the conferenc-

ing process with the House of Representatives to work out differences 
between the proposed budgets of the two chambers.   
            In addition to the budget, the Senate took up and passed a num-
ber of bills this week on the floor. A bill to prevent abductions of children 
by estranged parents is headed to Gov. Charlie Crist after being ap-
proved by the Florida Senate. The bill adds risk factors for judges to de-
termine if a parent or legal guardian is likely to illegally run off with their 
children and gives courts new powers to block abductions. The Senate 
also passed along a bill to the Governor which would require middle 
school students to take a civics course and pass an end-of-course 
exam to move to the next grade, as well as a bill which restricts the sale 
of smoking paraphernalia, such as bongs and water pipes. Numerous 
other bills were passed to third reading over the course of the week. 
  Many of Senator Dean’s bills passed this week as well. SB 2752, 
which relates to the Citrus County Memorial Hospital board, passed the 
Senate by a vote of 36-0 and now moves to the House.  Senator Dean’s 
SB 1150 which will protect farm labor contractors who have filed for a 
timely renewal with the federal government by allowing them to renew 
their state license even if the federal license has expired passed to third 
reading as well as a bill dealing with pest control operators.   
 On Friday, the Senate also recognized members who were term 
limited this year, including Senate President Jeff Atwater. President At-
water’s portrait was unveiled and will be hung in the Senate gallery. 

uniformed services voter" is 
defined as a uniformed ser-
vice member or their spouse, 
who by reason of duty, is ab-
sent from where they are re-
quired to vote. An "overseas 
voter" will be defined as an 
absent uniformed service 
voter who is absent on Elec-
tion Day from the U.S. be-
cause of active duty.  
     The bill conforms the ab-
sentee ballot process for vot-
ers established by the MOVE 
Act. These changes include 

     Senate Bill 1682, regarding 
elections, and oversea and 
absentee ballots, passed the 
Ethics and Elections Commit-
tee by a unanimous vote this 
week. The bill redefines what 
it means to be an "overseas 
voter" and an "absent uni-
formed services voter." The 
bill also revises the process 
for these two types of voters in 
accordance with the Military 
and Overseas Voter Empow-
erment Act.  
     Under SB 1682, "absent 

requiring election supervisors 
to send absentee ballots 45 
days before each election and 
requires them to notify the 
absentee voters of the free 
access system in order to 
determine the status of an 
absentee ballot. The bill also 
removes a statute which 
states one absentee ballot 
request is sufficient to receive 
absentee ballots for all elec-
tions through the next two 
regularly scheduled general 
elections. 

Election Reforms 
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Senator Dean going over 
budget issues with Sen-
ate budget Chairman JD 

Alexander. 



 Budget conferences 
began this week, with the Senate 
and House beginning to work out 
the differences between their 
proposed budgets.  Aside from 
working out the $1.6 billion differ-
ence between the bottom line of 
the two chambers, there were 
also several individual issues 
which needed to be worked out.   
 The Senate had already 
budgeted $435 million from the 
proposed Seminole Gaming Com-
pact which has passed both the 
House and Senate and now 
awaits the Governor’s signature. 
Initially, the House had chosen to 
forego the money in its initial 
proposed budget. The Senate had 
already placed $880 million in the 
budget from the federal govern-
ment for Medicaid while the 
House did not include the money 
in its initial proposal. 
 By the end of the initial 
budget conferences, several  
agreements had been worked 
through. The House agreed to 
insert the $880 million into the 
budget for Health and Human 
Services while taking its appropri-

ated $880 million and placing it in 
savings. The House had also 
chosen to raid $500 million from 
the transportation trust fund but 
now appears poised to take a 
smaller amount from the trust 
fund. 
 The State University 
System’s “New Florida” program 
was funded  $10 million, down 
from an initial proposal of $50 
million.  This program is envi-
sioned to pump up Florida’s 
eleven state universities and 
jumpstart Florida’s economy. The 
program would be focused on 
creating a knowledge based 
economy to help Florida attract 
businesses from around the 
globe.  Other issues which will 
affect the State University System 
and Florida’s students, as well, 
include the proposed changes to 
Bright Futures standards and a 
proposed bill which would give 
Florida State University, the Uni-
versity of Florida, and the Univer-
sity of South Florida more free-
dom to operate independently of 
the other state universities.
 There are still major 

differences in the health budget 
and transportation trust fund 
sweeps.  Senator Charlie Dean 
was concerned  with the state’s 
bond rating because of budget 
woes. Senate Appropriations 
chairman JD Alexander said he 
would meet with Ben Watkins, the 
state's director of bond finance to 
make sure nothing in the budget 
would affect the states’ credit 
rating. Furthermore, both sides 
are attempting to place about $2 
billion in reserves, which should 
shore up the states credit rating. It 
also appears there was some 
desire to make sure the public 
libraries around the state re-
mained funded in the coming 
fiscal year. 
     Any unresolved budget issues 
will be sent forward to the Senate 
President and the Speaker of the 
House. It is expected there will be 
a general agreement on all 
budget issues by 4pm on Sunday 
afternoon. If this timeline remains 
intact, the Legislature can close 
out the 2010 session by April 30, 
“Sine Die,” as originally sched-
uled. 

bers, and also introduced 
the Forest High School 
American Government Club 
on the Senate floor during 
Executive Session on 
Wednesday.  

The Clerk of Courts 
from Suwannee, Dixie and 
Taylor counties also visited 
with Senator Dean during 
their “Day on the Hill” on 
Wednesday. Additionally, 
Central Florida Community 
College President Charles 

Session is drawing 
to a close, but the Capitol 
continues to be visited by 
numerous groups from 
across the district and 
state. The week started 
with the thundering of 
countless Harley David-
son’s as ABATE of Florida 
participated in their legisla-
tive day. Senator Dean 
also met with students 
from Marion Technical In-
stitute in the Senate Cham-

“Chick” Dassance 
stopped by to discuss 
issues importance to the 
College and its students. 
 While we are en-
tering the final week of 
the Legislative Session, if 
you are in Tallahassee 
and would like to meet 
the Senator or schedule a 
tour, please contact our 
office at 850-487-5017 or 
stop by Senate Office 
Building 311. 

Budget Conferencing Update 

Visitors to the Capitol 

Various Senate Bill Bans Texting while Driving 
to be involved in a motor 
vehicle crash if they are 
texting while driving.   

In addition, the 
average person takes 
their attention off the 
road for nearly five sec-
onds while reading or 
responding to a text, 
enough time to travel the 
length of a football field 
at normal highway 

speeds. The negative 
results of texting while 
driving have recently 
become a major concern 
in the Legislature. Vari-
ous bills outlawing tex-
ting while driving have 
passed through the Sen-
ate committee process 
and are awaiting to be 
heard on the Senate 
floor. 

A myriad of Sen-
ate bills address a rela-
tively new safety issue 
which affects all Floridi-
ans. These bills will ban 
any form of texting or 
emailing while operating 
a motor vehicle.  The 
bills are in response to 
recent research show-
ing a person is twenty-
three times more likely 
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Senator Charlie Dean meets 
Marion Technical Institute 

Senator Charlie Dean meets 
with the Florida Healthcare 
Association of MacClenny 



The Florida Historical Marker Program 
 

The Florida Historical Marker Program recognizes historic resources, per-
sons and events which are significant in the areas of architecture, archae-

ology, Florida history and traditional culture by promoting the placing of his-
toric markers and plaques at sites of historical and visual interest to visi-
tors. The purpose of the program is to increase public awareness of the 

rich cultural heritage of the state and to enhance the enjoyment of historic 
sites in Florida by its citizens and tourists. 

 
 
 
 This week’s historical marker is located on County Road 40 in Dun-
nellon, Florida. Dunnellon was founded in 1887. In 1889, phosphate was 
discovered in the area, leading to an expansion of the area until the early 
1910’s. The original mining took place in and around the Rainbow River 
(formerly called the ‘Blue Run’), using the river’s natural flow to transport 
phosphates. What is now the ‘Blue Cove’ subdivision was one of the origi-
nal mining pits. The road marker reads as follows: 
 
                      “One block to the south is the site of the 

discovery of hard rock phosphate in 
Florida by Albertus Vogt in 1889. It 
made Dunnellon a boom town and first 
center of the industry. The Tiger Rag, 
Early Bird, and Eagle mines were 
among the most valuable. The Marion 
County Phosphate Co. was the first to 
operate extensively. Phosphates are still 
mined in the area, but since 1900 the 
center of production has shifted else-
where.” 
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Tallahassee Address: 
311 Senate Office 
Building 
404 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-
1100 
(850) 487-5017 
  
District  Mailing 
Address: 
415 Tompkins Street 
Inverness, FL 34450 
(352) 860-5175 
  
PO BOX 2558 
Ocala, FL 34478-2558 
(352) 873-6513 
 
Legislative Staff: 
Judy Wells 
Janet Oehmig 
Ryan Tyson 
Kevin Sweeny 
 
Deputy Legislative 
Staff: 
Chase Daniels 
Nic Abrahams 
 
Legislative Interns: 
*Michael Hellier 
Dane Cothron 
Drew Aldikacti 
McKensey Smith 
Lyn Roman 
Chris Hellier 
Alex Powell 
Danialle Coates 
Tyler Jones 
 
*denotes intern of the week 
 


